




The Gulf of Mexico program includes
projects to identify unique and important



PARTNERSHIPS

aries, making decisionmaking more com-
plex and frustrating. Environmental
agencies are oflt-in



entering the main stem of the Chesa-
peake Bay. The strategy was to be based
on agreed-upon 1985 point source loads
and on nonpoint loads in an average rain-
fall year.

The goal is notable for several reasons:



group; serving as liaison with interested
parties beyond the group; calling, facili-
tating, and summarizing meetings; help-
ing to secure funding and training; and
ensuring that watershed plans are devel-
oped and implemented. 

For example, Mike Adcock has been
working as coordinator in the Tensas
River watershed in Louisiana for over four



Wildlife Service, Corps of Engineers, and
the U.S. Geological Survey. Most water-
shed initiatives are initially highly depen-
dent on federal funds. As programs
mature, they may attract additional
sources of funding, but even the most suc-
cessful normally continue to receive some
federal support. Participating federal
agencies generally provide both direct



management as well as local concerns
over the region’s rapid growth and result-
ing environmental degradation.

Facilitated by RTCA and the Telluride
Institute, and with strong support from
the Bureau of Land Management, the
San Miguel Watershed Coalition was
formed. The group developed a commu-
nity-based concept of how to conduct a



systems to accommodate future develop-



Know Your Watershed, a public-pri-
vate partnership based in West Lafayette,
Indiana, supports existing watershed part-
nerships and helps in the creation of new
ones. The organization’s goal is to have
2,000 watershed partnerships in the
country by the year 2000; as of mid-1997,
it had identified over 1,000. Know Your
Watershed supports watershed-to-water-
shed networking, technology transfer





violations of environmental requirements.
Incentives include eliminating or substan-
tially reducing the gravity component of
civil penalties and not recommending
cases for criminal prosecution where spec-
ified conditions are met, for those who
voluntarily self-disclose and promptly cor-



the interdisciplinary study of interactions
within an ecosystem, and that the public
wanted less government but still valued a
clean environment.

The Department is reorganizing to
bring its institutional structure closer to
the current realities of environmental



• What should be done where capac-
ity has been exhausted?

• Where capacity exists, hnc74.9w much-





• Established a clean water manage-
ment trust fund, which provides tens
of millions of dollars each year to
water quality protection initiatives.

• Established a wetlands restoration
program.
• Toughened enforcement policies.

• Strengthened sedimentation and
erosion control programs.

• Established a rapid response team
to investigate fish kills in the Neuse
River and expanded the coastal recre-
ational water quality testing program
to protect public health.
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