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New Initiatives
In 1999, the Clinton Administration
launched four initiatives that will help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the
United States:

• Bioenergy. In August 1999, the
President signed an Executive Order
to accelerate the development of bio-
based industries.  The President set a
goal of tripling U.S. use of bioenergy
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PART I: NEW FEDERAL INITIATIVES
United States: Taking Action on Climate Change

Over the past year, the Clinton Administration introduced a series of new

Federal initiatives to address the challenge of climate change. They include:

• Executive Order on Bio-Based Products and Bioenergy

• Executive Order on Federal Energy Efficiency

• Wind Powering America Initiative

• Brightfields Initiative

This section discusses each of these initiatives in turn.

Greenhouse gas emissions can be
expressed either in terms of metric tons
of carbon equivalent (MTCE) or in
metric tons of carbon dioxide equiva-
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What the Executive
Order Does
Scientific advances in agriculture, forestry,
and other biological sciences are making
bioenergy and bioproducts technically
feasible and economically viable. Recent
reports and studies concluded that U.S.
government support for research is
essential to realizing the full economic

and envir



8

to develop a detailed research program
to be presented as part of the annual
Federal budget.
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the New York Salix project—also will
inv
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Fewer Exempt Facilities. Prior to the
President’s new Executive Order, a large
number of facilities (accounting for
17 percent of energy use in buildings)
were exempt from meeting Federal energy
goals. Now all facilities are subject to
those goals and requirements unless they
meet new exemption criteria to be devel-
oped by DOE. In addition, each agency
must report all exempt facilities in its
annual report to the President and explain
the rationale behind excluding them from
Federal energy goals.

Cutting-Edge Tools 
and Str
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President describing the agency’s progress
in meeting the goals. In addition, the
Deputy Director for M
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Renewable Energy Projects. Some 18
Federal agencies—from the departments
of Agriculture, Interior, and Transportation
to the Smithsonian Institution and the
U.S. Postal Service—recently received a
combined $1.5 million in DOE funding
for more than 100 cost-effective renew-
able energy projects at government sites.
The technologies include more than 50
new or renovated solar water heating 
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WIND POWERING AMERICA INITIATIVE
United States: Taking Action on Climate Change

Accelerated R&D
Wind Pow
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Real Actions, 
Real Reductions
In recent years, dozens of firms in a variety
of industries have been moving forward
with real actions to reduce their emis-
sions of greenhouse gases and impr
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ations. To jumpstart the process of r

ocens. 
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also are improving efficiency and reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions:

The electric utility sector entered into
the Climate Challenge program in 1994
and agreed to reduce, avoid, or sequester
greenhouse gas emissions voluntarily by
2000. Utility companies, together with
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
and EPA, developed a workbook of
reduction options that was widely circu-
lated. I
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The following survey highlights the most
important of these investments, as well as
a number of programs aimed at reducing
or avoiding U.S. greenhouse gas emissions
administered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and
r  gri6es. Tlooge(r)6), thp0(r)6rograng
ogtereenhouse g-ng
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and sport utility v
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house gas emissions, increase productivity,
and save money. Companies submit
comprehensive action plans that identify
specific steps they will undertake between
the time they enter into the compact and
2000. By 2010, Climate Wise partners are
projected to have avoided cumulative
greenhouse gas emissions of nearly 14
MMTCE and saved $2 billion through
theirs ar W e

o d t h U . S . e n
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sources are expected to be at or below
1990 levels by 2010.

Industrial Combined Heat
and Power Systems

DOE is dev
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Federal government and individual elec-
tric utilities. Under this program, the
electric utility industry as a whole also
has developed nine industry-wide initia-
tiv
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