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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background: 





Order 13011.  The term "executive agency" is introduced to reflect the definition found in the Clinger-
Cohen Act.  The term "information technology" is amended to reflect definitional changes made by the
Clinger-Cohen Act, and is supplemented by the limiting term "national security system" to clearly







technology" does not include any equipment that is acquired by a Federal contractor incidental to a
Federal contract.

u. The term "Information Technology Resources Board" (Resources Board) means the board
established by Section 5 of Executive Order 13011.

w.  The  term "national security system" means any telecommunications or information system
operated by the United States Government, the function, operation, or use of which (1) involves
intelligence activities; (2) involves cryptologic activities related to national security; (3) involves
command and control of military forces; (4) involves equipment that is an integral part of a weapon or
weapons system; or (5) is critical to the direct fulfillment of military or intelligence missions, but
excluding any system that is to be administrative and business applications (including payroll, finance,
logistics, and personnel management applications).  The policies and procedures established in this
Circular shall apply to national security systems in a manner consistent with the applicability and related



(1)  Capital Planning and Investment Control.  Agencies must establish and maintain a capital
planning and investment control process that links mission needs, information, and information
technology in an effective and efficient manner.  The process should guide both strategic and



(iv) A component derived from the agency security plan as required by the Computer
Security Act.  Specifically, the summary plan included in the agency’s five-year plan as required by
44 U.S.C. 3505 and Appendix III of this Circular.

(B) What must an agency do as part of the selection component of the capital planning
process?

(i) Evaluate each investment in information resources to determine whether the investment will



(ix) Ensure that improvements to existing information systems and the development of planned
information systems do not unnecessarily duplicate information systems within the same agency, from
other agencies, or from the private sector;

(x) Ensure that the selected system or process maximizes the usefulness of information, minimizes
the burden on the public, and preserves the appropriate integrity, availability, and confidentiality of





(c-tcquire off-the-shelf software from commercial sources, unless the cost effectiveness of





federal information technology.  The Secretary will also ensure, in consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce, that the United States is represented in the development of international standards and
recommendations affecting information technology.  These responsibilities may also require the
Secretary to consult, as appropriate, with affected domestic agencies, organizations, and other
members of the public.



(12) Evaluate agency information resources management practices and programs and, as part of the
budget process, analyze, track, and evaluate the risks and results of major capital investments in
information systems;

(13) Notify an agency if OMB believes that a major information system project requires outside
assistance;(14) Provide guidance on the implementation of the Clinger-Cohen Act and on the
management of information resources to the executive agencies, to the CIO Council, and to the
Information Technology Resources Board; and

(15) Designate one or more heads of executive agencies as executive agent for government-wide
acquisitions of information technology.

Proposed Appendix II to OMB Circular No. A-130 - Information Technology Architecture

This Appendix defines the minimum criteria for an agency Information Technology Architecture (ITA). 
Many agencies have already developed frameworks and methodologies guiding the development,
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Section 8b(2).  



Section 9a(3). Chief Information Officer (CIO).  

To whom does the CIO report?

Each agency must appoint a Chief Information Officer, as required by 44 U.S.C. 3506(a), who will
report directly to the agency’s head to carry out the responsibilities of the agency under the PRA. 

What are the CIO’s responsibilities in regards to financial management systems?

The head of the agency is responsible for defining the operating relationship between the CIO and CFO
functions and ensuring coordination in the implementation of the Clinger-Cohen Act, the PRA, the Chief
Financial Officers Act, and the Government Performance and Results Act.   The Clinger-Cohen Act
encourages the CIO and CFO to work together under the direction of the agency head to ensure that
the agency's information systems provide reliable, consistent, and timely program performance
information.

What is the CIO’s role in the capital planning process?

The CIO will ensure that a capital planning process is established and rigorously used to define and
validate all information resource investments. Through this process, the CIO shall monitor and evaluate
the performance of the information technology portfolio of the agency and advise the agency head
whether to continue, modify, or terminate a program or project.  The CIO will have accountability and
authority over continuation or termination of information resource investments.  

Additionally, the CIO will establish a board composed of senior level managers who will have the
responsibility of making key business recommendations on information resource investments, and who
will be continuously involved.  Many agencies will institute a second board, composed of program or
project level managers, with more detailed business and information resource knowledge.  They will be
able to provide technical support to the senior level board in proposing, evaluating, and recommending
information resource investments.

What is the CIO’s role in the annual budget process?

The CIO will be an active participant during all agency annual budget processes and strategic planning
activities, including the development, implementation, and maintenance of agency strategic plans. The
CIO’s role is to provide leadership and a strategic vision for using information technology to transform
the agency. CIO’s must also ensure that all information resource investments deliver a substantial
mission benefit to the agency and/or a substantial ROI to the taxpayer.  

Additionally, the CIO will ensure coordination of information resource planning processes and
documentation with the agency’s strategic, performance and budget process.



Section 9a(4).

Why is the CIO considered an Ombudsman?

The CIO designated by the head of each agency under 44 U.S.C. 3506(a) is charged with carrying out
the responsibilities of the agency under the PRA.  Agency CIOs are responsible for ensuring that their
agency practices are in compliance with OMB policies. It is envisioned that the CIO will work as an
ombudsman to investigate alleged instances of agency failures to adh/F01i  OMB pol setsiblce  ar01itheir


