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Social Security Is More Than A Retirement Program
Percentage of Social Security Beneficiaries By Program





Poverty Rates Are High
Among Unmarried Elderly Women

1997

Source: Social Security Administration, Based on Data from the Census Bureau.



Poverty Rates Are Particularly High
Among Elderly Minority Groups

1997

Source: Bureau of the Census
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Reasons Why Poverty Rates Are Higher Among Widows than Among Married Women18

! Declines in Social Security Benefits at Widowhood.
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! Overall, Fewer Women Have Pensions Through Work.  For all female workers -- both
full time and part time -- 27 million (40 percent) had a pension plan through work in
1997.  For all male workers, 34 million (44 percent) had an employment based pension.

! In Full-time Jobs, Women Are Equally Likely To Have Pension Coverage.  Twenty
five years ago, pension coverage for women in full-time jobs waron (40.  
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V.  CONCLUSION
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